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Overview

• This document provides location guidance to apply NPRHA Caboose 

Decals, using prototype photos and Painting & Stenciling drawings

• The set covers paint schemes starting in roughly 1910, nothing earlier 

than that. The set does not provide lettering post 1970

• NP Caboose car numbers were revamped in 1940, then again in 1968. 

This guide will organize guidance using the 1940 to 1968 numbering



Instructions - Lots of Images

• Images from the Fredrickson, Simonson, and Ainsworth Collections of 

the NPRHA – THANK YOU!

• Also contributing images/drawings and most of the original artwork –

Rick Leach. THANK YOU!

• Caboose car drawings from Simonson and Marceau Collections, NPRHA

• Images are for personal research purposes only

THANK YOU!



General Information

• The NP tendered one of the most attractive fleets of cabooses in the 

USA. No honest, it really did!

• For a article with some info on early NP cabooses, see Volume 6, 

Number 4 of The Mainstreeter, published by the NPRHA



Decal Sheet Conventions

• The Magenta (pink) regions on the decal images in this document 

indicate the “clear carrier” or thin film that groups lettering together

• Cut the regions out and apply per printed instructions

Magenta (pink) indicates 

clear film group of lettering
Some areas like number 

jumble, just cut to need



Numerical Registers of Cars

• You can learn four important facts about these cars by looking through the 
Numerical Registers of Cars. Information:

• Converted from which car series, or which builder constructed the car– FROM column

• Built or Converted date – DATE column

• Disassembled/Scrapped/Sold date – TO column

• Authorization for Expenditure (AFE) that authorized action – AUTH column. NP AFEs are 
slowly being put on the NPRHA website

• There are two PDF files that cover the NP cabooses. Search the Internet for these 
words or find the documents on the NPRHA website (Equipment\Numerical 
Register of Equipment):

NP Cabooses 900-1999 Car Register Sheets

NP Cabooses 10000-10949 Car Register Sheets

http://www.nprha.org/Equipment/Numerical%20Registers/NP%20Non-Boxcars/NP%20Cabooses%20900-1999%20Car%20Register%20Sheets.pdf
http://www.nprha.org/Equipment/Numerical%20Registers/NP%20Non-Boxcars/NP%20Cabooses%2010000-10949%20Car%20Register%20Sheets.pdf
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EARLY WOODEN CABOOSES:

Various Series

• Early NP caboose stenciling was very spartan

• Some cabooses had the word “CABOOSE.” on the side, and in some 
cases the name of the NP Division

• For a article with some info on early NP cabooses, see Volume 6, 
Number 4 of The Mainstreeter, published by the NPRHA

• NOTE – the NPRHA Caboose decals do not provide full stenciling for 
these early cars, due to lack of drawings and good photos. But some 
stencils from later lettering schemes can be used



Early NP Cabooses – Early Scheme

• NORTHERN PACIFIC in caboose typeface along top of side

• Word CABOOSE. in various locations

• Road number centered under word CABOOSE.

• Not a lot of other stencils in this early incarnationImages from Ron Nixon and Jim Fredrickson Collections



Builders Photo – Pacific Car & 

Foundry
• Early photo of 1759 showing K-brakes and early stencils

Asahel Curtis Image, NPRHA Collection



Ron Nixon/Ainsworth Collection



24ft WOODEN CABOOSES:

1200, 1300, 1600, 1700 Series

• The NP had roughly 400, 24-foot wood cabooses

• Renumbered into these series numbers in 1942

• Built between 1907 and 1921, they saw service through the 1960’s 

• For a detailed article on many of these cabooses, see Volume 6, 

Number 4 of The Mainstreeter, published by the NPRHA



Equipment Diagrams - NPRHA

Equipment Diagrams



24ft Wooden Caboose

Early Lettering Scheme



24ft Caboose – Early Scheme

• NORTHERN PACIFIC in unique caboose typeface along top of side

• Road number centered

• Late – “R” added for units with Radio

• See Stenciling Drawing (blueprint that follows) for end stencil detailsImages – Ainsworth Collection of NPRHA



Drawing – Marceau Collection, NPRHA at PNRA

Stenciling Drawing – Early Scheme • This drawing captures basic stencils, updated January 1949

• Includes added “R” stencil, but not other basics like Paint and Repack



Drawing – Rick Leach

Rick Leach Drawing – Early Scheme • This drawing captures stencils not recorded on NP Stencils drawing, like 

Paint Date, Repack, LT WT, A/B end stencil, and Shop Date



NPRHA/Ainsworth Collection Note – some optional stencils might need to come from Monad section of decal sheet

Lower 
on decal 
sheet



24ft Wooden Caboose

Northern Pacific Monad Scheme



24ft Caboose – Northern Pacific 

Monad Scheme

• Monad introduced with NORTHERN PACIFIC (no Railway), and Main Street 

of the Northwest

• Applied July 1951 to 1955

• Note – Decal set includes lettering unique to South Tacoma (thin) and Como 

(wider), use the lettering appropriate for the heritage of your cabooseImages – Ainsworth Collection of NPRHA

No 1700 series photo in 
this paint scheme…



Drawing – NPRHA at PNRA

Stenciling Drawing – Northern Pacific Monad Scheme



Drawing – Rick Leach

Rick Leach Drawing – Northern Pacific 

Monad Scheme
• This drawing captures unique stencils not recorded on NP Stencils 

drawing, like Battery Charge, COTS, IDT, etc. 



NPRHA/Ainsworth Collection



24ft Wooden Caboose

Northern Pacific Railway Monad Scheme



24ft Caboose – Northern Pacific

Railway Monad Scheme
• Monad is now NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY

• Applied 1955 to 1968

Images – Ainsworth Collection of NPRHA



Drawing – Rick Leach

Stenciling Drawing – Northern Pacific

Railway Monad Scheme

• NPRHA does not have this official NP stencil drawing…   : (

• Many measurements appear to be the same to non-Railway drawing, 

so start there

• Rick Leach drawing above will also provide many clues



NPRHA/Joe Caron Collection



24ft Wooden Caboose

Late Scheme



24ft Caboose – Late Scheme

• Monad is NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY, no Main Street of the 

Northwest

• Simple road initial and car number, in pre-merger typeface

• Introduced in 1969, very few received this paint scheme, but it was 

official for a short timeNPRHA/Joe Caron Collection



Drawing – Rick Leach Collection of NPRHA at PNRA

Stenciling Drawing – Late Scheme



NPRHA/Joe Caron Collection



WOODEN CABOOSES:

Bay Window Cabooses

• The NP had approximately 95 bay windows cabooses

• Built between 1941 and 1944, served through the 1960’s 

• For a detailed article on this caboose model, see Volume 20, 

Number 4 of The Mainstreeter, published by the NPRHA



Equipment Diagrams - NPRHA

1960s Equipment Diagrams



Bay Window Caboose Paint 

Scheme

• NORTHERN PACIFIC is 7 inches

• Road number centered on left, also 7 inches

• Stencils on end doors like other cabooses

Images – Ainsworth Collection of NPRHA



Drawing – NPRHA at PNRA

Stenciling Drawing – Bay Window Caboose Scheme

We don’t have the Bay Windows Painting & Stenciling drawing...  hard to find.



NPRHA/Ainsworth Collection



WOODEN CABOOSES:

Odd Balls

The following slides show some variations and details in stenciling



1600 Series Cabooses with 

“Centered” Cupola

• Some of the 1600 series cabooses featured a cupola that was 

somewhat centered (but not exactly), and so the stenciling was adjusted 

• Use images above and others to guide decal placement

Images – Ainsworth and Caron Collections of NPRHA



Wood Caboose – Safety Slogans

• In 1968 or early 1969, the NP applied a series of safety slogans to its 

wooden cabooses

• Use images above and others to guide decal placement

• Slogans are on Steel Caboose decal sheet in Miscellaneous section

Various Sources/Collections



Other Odd Balls

• Upper Left – the Monad was omitted from 1209 (service stencils of May 

1965)

• Right – towards the end, the Main Street of the Northwest was left off 

some cars. 1314 has a service stencil of 1966, so maybe as early as 

1966 the slogan was left off
NPRHA/Ainsworth and Werkema Collections



Air Reservoir
• Examples of stencils to NP wood caboose air reservoirs

Various Sources/Collections

Bay Window



Other Stencils
• Oil stove filler stencil – on some late era cabooses

Bob Makins Image



End
End of Wood Cabooses

For Steel Cabooses, see other file


